[Cancer after care--the role of social work in the rehabilitation of cancer patients].
It is initially outlined that cancer diseases have serious implications for the psychic well-being and the social relationships of those affected, and that disease experience and coping are influenced in an intricate manner by a variety of factors. The independence of social work, and its importance, in the field of cancer aftercare become evident in its focussing activities on the social dimension of the disease, i.e., the individual life situation of the client, and in devising varied forms of social support. The importance of social relationships and social integration for success, or failure, of the process of adjusting to the disease-related changes in the life situation are stressed. Successful adjustment is considered an essential prerequisite for securing, or restoring, a maximum level of quality of life, thus also for enhancing the recovery process.